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                       FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: [Good Shepherd Sunday] 

John 10:11-16  
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. [English Standard Version] 
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A WORD FROM THE ORDINARY 

Monsignor Harry Entwistle, PA. 

 

You would think that if several people witnessed the same event their description of it would 

be identical. That is a logical conclusion but we all know that this is not the case. In fact, if all 

the witnesses said the same thing one would suspect collusion. The different emphasis found 

in each gospel account of the Resurrection is a healthy sign, not a negative one but each one 

agrees that Jesus was raised from the dead. 

St Luke’s account tells us that the same women who had been with Jesus for some time and 

had seen him buried went to the tomb early on the third day after his death. They found the 

tomb empty. Luke says they were puzzled, St Matthew and Mark say they were afraid, and St 

John says that Mary Magdalene burst into tears. 

It is understandable that these emotional reactions were recorded because the women did 

not expect to find what they saw. Neither did they expect to hear from angelic messengers 

what they heard about Jesus being raised from the dead. 

Now we must understand that an empty tomb does not prove that Jesus has been raised from 

the dead. It merely proves that the body is missing. Similarly, a plain cross is not a symbol of 

the resurrection. It merely indicates that the dead body of Jesus was removed from it.  

Yet this ‘fanciful talk’ of the women, as the male apostles describe it, was the beginning of a 

journey on which these men were turned from being nervous and guilt ridden introverts, to 

being courageous, fearless extraverts who were prepared to risk their lives to proclaim what 

they had described as fanciful, namely that Jesus has in fact been raised from the dead. 

What changed them was not the empty tomb, or reminiscences about the good old days when 

Jesus had done this or said that. The change in them occurred when they personally encoun-

tered the risen Christ. Even so, the Church cannot proclaim the resurrection without the emp-

ty tomb. Describing the resurrection as Jesus living on in the memory of his apostles is not a 

message of good news. Mozart lives on in his music, but that is not the same as the good news 

of the resurrection.  
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A WORD FROM THE ORDINARY: Continued 

There is no good news in describing the resurrection as a ghost story or a group hallucination 

even if there were such a thing. These things do not change lives or bring hope to damaged lives 

as the good news of Jesus’ resurrection does. 

The change comes for all of us when we become convinced that the Jesus who 

was crucified is the same person as the one who says, “Look at my hands and my 

feet.” The change in us begins to take effect when we experience the truth of the 

resurrection in our lives. In other words when we know the resurrection to be 

true. When we have experienced the power of the risen Jesus in our lives and 

know that we are loved by God, no darkness can swallow us up. 

Christians are let down by those in the Church who explain the resurrection as being little more 

than hoping for better things which become possible through love. If the resurrection is only a call 

for us to love each other as the way to create a new world, then it is no more than a motivational 

or feel-good experience. This sort of preaching presents a gospel in which being good replaces be-

ing holy, being well educated is far more significant than being saved and being enlightened is 

more important than repentance and a change of direction in life. It is a gospel that assumes that if 

we love one another we can save each other. We cannot save each other. Jesus alone died for our 

salvation. Though our love for each other can be supportive, comforting and assuring, it cannot 

save us. I once read a piece by an atheist that made it clear that at death, even though they may be 

surrounded by people who love them, atheists are totally alone. They have no one to whom they 

can reach out. We Christians may embrace death on our own, but we are not alone. There is some-

one whose love will never let us go, and it is Jesus who has shown us who that someone is.  

Jesus has completed God’s work of salvation in our human world, and shown us that when God 

enters our time and space, it is as a human being. This means that human nature is not totally cor-

rupt or Jesus could not have been truly human. Human nature is infected and weakened, rather 

than being incapable of doing anything other than sin. Human nature still retains its family like-

ness to God, namely its ability to love sacrificially, and the more we love God, the more our capaci-

ty to love sacrificially increases. If Jesus could love sacrificially as a human being, so can those who 

are his adopted brothers and sisters.  

To belong to God’s family, namely the Church, is the true life for which we are all created, and we 

can only find our way to that life through Jesus and the truth that is in him. He called his disciples 

to witness to this truth, so it is the Church that has the guardianship of this truth which is the key 

to the gate of life. The truth is the record of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus handed on to 

future generations by those who witnessed them. The Church must be faithful to this record and 

to what it truly means. It has no authority to dismiss it or to change it by revising or reinterpreting 

it. It only has authority to share it. 

As guardians of the truth, the spirit of God’s love and forgiveness must be so alive in us that it is 

infectious and those who draw near to the gate will ask to become members of this family. In this 

Easter season we particularly celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the event that confirms that all 

that Jesus said and did is true. He reconciled us to the Father and he said that if we continue in his 

word we will know the truth, and the truth will set us free. If this is not worth celebrating as the 

central belief of Christianity, then nothing is, and Easter is just another holiday with chocolate 

eggs and bunnies. 
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THE FORMATION OF A LOCAL SODALITY 

 

“IN THE BEGINNING” 

The Personal Ordinariate was established “in obedience to our Lord’s own prayer that the Church might be 

one, as he and the Father are one.” 

 

“Pope Benedict XV1 established the Personal Ordinariates for former Anglicans to enter into full com-

munion with in the Catholic Church and bring with them their historic Anglican Patrimony.” 

 [See The Little Catechism on the Personal Ordinariates for former Anglicans by Bishop Peter J Elliott] 

 

Pope Francis, building upon his predecessor, widened the base of the Personal Ordinariate to invite all 

baptised Christians after due preparation to proceed to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church 

through the Personal Ordinariate. 

 

As at the present time, the Personal Ordinariate has been erected in three regions of the world from where 

it might spread to circle the whole globe. 

Pope Benedict XV1 erected the first Personal Ordinariate in England on 15th January 2011 under the title 

of Our Lady of Walsingham. 

The second Personal Ordinariate was erected in the United States of America and Canada on 1st January 

2012 under the title of The Chair of St Peter. 

The third Personal Ordinariate was erected in Australia on 15th June 2012 under the title of Our Lady of 

the Southern Cross. 

 

The Church’s response to the erection of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross in 

Australia seemed as a whole rather bland, except for those several ex-Anglican clergy who after prepara-

tion became Catholic priests of the Ordinariate. A number of small groups of lay people were also received 

into the Catholic Church as members of the Ordinariate and formed the first Australian Ordinariate parish-

es. 

 

Prophetic visions of the old pioneering days loomed large in the minds of the infant Ordinariate in Austral-

ia. There was a need to view the situation and begin to plant the Ordinariate in this large country of Aus-

tralia. 

 

Since it’s beginnings on the 15th June 2012 there are now ten successful Ordinariate parishes in Australia 

which are found in the coastal cities from Cairns in the north down the east coast and around to Adelaide 

and across to Perth in the west. As much as this may sound wonderful, each parish is miles away from the 

next. 

 

People who may be interested in the Ordinariate and live in the inland rural towns have no chance of get-

ting to an Ordinariate parish. Unless a person lives in a reasonable driving distance of an Ordinariate par-

ish church, perhaps an hour or two at the most, each parish then only serves the local people. 
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FORMATION OF A LOCAL SODALITY: Continued 

 

Most of the Ordinariate parishes share the use of a local Catholic Church building, and are kindly support-

ed by local Catholics who have a liking for the Ordinariate Mass. 

This it-self is wonderful and appreciated by the Ordinariate, but it can easily create a false sense of security 

if the actual numbers of Ordinariate members are small. 

 

The city of Melbourne and its metropolitan area has a population just on four million people. There are 

two Ordinariate parishes both on the south side of the city, while there is none in the northern or the west-

ern or the eastern sides of the city. To travel from one end of suburban Melbourne to the other side to visit 

the Ordinariate parishes is not as easy as one may imagine, especially if you have to use public transport 

early on a Sunday morning. How do we minister to the our large rural regions and our sprawling city sub-

urbs? 

 

A WAY FORWARD 

There is a way forward to help minister to former Anglicans and those who wish to be part of the Personal 

Ordinariate, but are too far from an Ordinariate Parish. 

In one of the southern bay side suburbs of Melbourne the local catholic parish priest of St Joseph’s Chel-

sea had over time gathered together the former Anglicans in his parish most of whom had become Catho-

lics through marriage. 

 

Discussions were held with Fr Neil the neighbouring Ordinariate priest at St Francis Xavier parish Frank-

ston over some twelve months. The out come of these discussions and planning became a reality on 

Shrove Tuesday at the parish of St Francis Xavier, Frankston where Fr Neil the Ordinariate priest estab-

lished the “Sodality of Our lady of the Southern Cross.” 

 

Thirty people attended this first gathering of the Sodality including some people from the neighbouring 

Chelsea parish. The liturgy was based on the Holy Hour of Prayer and praise before the Blessed Sacra-

ment, and concluded with Evensong of the Ordinariate-rite, and Benediction. A supper of coffee, tea and 

pancakes followed in the parish hall. 

A second gathering was held at St Joseph’s Chelsea in the afternoon of Lent 4, with well over fifty in at-

tendance. Refreshments were served afterwards in the Narthex of the Church. 

 

THE FORMATION OF A  LOCAL SODALITY 

A Sodality is a group of like minded people who would meet together from time to time to share in prayer 

and praise using a liturgical format such as a Holy Hour. If a priest is not available a Lay person could 

conduct a service of Morning or Evening prayer, just as the Rosary is conducted by a lay leader. A guest 

speaker may at times be available. A gathering should always end with a social time and refreshments. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction would only take place at such a Holy Hour if a priest 

was present. 
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FORMATION OF A LOCAL SODALITY: Continued 

 

I have been told that most Catholic Parishes have some former Anglicans who became Catholic through 

marriage. By working with the Catholic Parish priest to reach out and discover the former Anglicans in the 

smaller rural towns and our sprawling suburbs, along with those Anglicans and other Christians who may 

wish to become members or at least supporters of the Ordinariate; the formation of a Sodality of OLSC 

may be used as a form of Spiritual outreach to bond these people together, especially when there is no Or-

dinariate Parish in the area. 

 

It seems to me that the local or nearest Ordinariate priest would need to work closely with the Priest of the 

Catholic parish, as I have done, so that together you work in harmony to establish a Sodality of OLSC and 

share the ministry based upon the patrimony of both the Catholic and Anglican Churches which are now 

united through the Personal Ordinariate in the Catholic Church.  [Fr Neil Fryer, OLSC.  April 2015.] 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ORDINATION TO THE  DIACONATE 

On 26 March, 2015 Ian Wilson was ordained as a 

transition deacon by the Bishop of Port Pirie, The 

Right Reverend Gregory O'Kelly, SJ, to serve the 

Ordinariate community in Adelaide, South Aus-

tralia.  Along with Monsignor Entwistle we con-

gratulate Ian for this important achievement and 

look forward to his ordination to the priesthood 

later in the year.  

          ORDINARIATE OF OLSC: CLERGY NEWS 

 

Monsignor Harry Entwistle, has announced the following 
Clergy News: 

Fr Stephen Hill will leave the parish of St Ninian & St Chad 
on 30 April 2015 in order to undertake some stipendiary 
ministry in the parish of Mayfield in the Diocese of Mait-
land-Newcastle and establish an Ordinariate presence in 
that Diocese. 

Fr Stephen will continue as Director of Vocations for the 
Ordinariate and hopefully will be able to hold quarterly 
Ordinariate Masses in central Sydney until a priest is avail-
able to take up ministry there. 

Until Fr Hill is replaced, the Ordinary will act as Adminis-
trator of St Ninian & St Chad, assisted by Fr Ted Wilson. 

[Photo: Fr Stephen Hill with The Ordinary on one side and 

Fr Ted Wilson on the other. Two Altar Servers at either end 

  



7  

7  

Catholic World News - April 13, 2015 

POPE CALLS FOR YEAR OF JUBILEE 

Emphasizing the centrality of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and highlighting the 

importance of the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, Pope Francis has is-

sued Misericordiae Vultus [The Face of Mercy], the bull of induction of the extraordi-

nary jubilee of mercy, which will begin on the feast of the Immaculate Conception in 

2015 and conclude on the feast of Christ the King the following year. 

“This is not the time to be distracted; on the contrary, we need to be vigilant and to 

reawaken in ourselves the capacity to see what is essential,” the Pontiff preached 

during the celebration of First Vespers of Divine Mercy Sunday in St. Peter’s Basili-

ca. “This is a time for the Church to rediscover the meaning of the mission entrusted 

to her by the Lord on the day of Easter: to be a sign and an instrument of the Fa-

ther’s mercy” (cf. Jn. 20:21-23) begin on the feast of the Immaculate Conception in 

2015 and conclude on the feast of Christ the King the following year. 

THE DIVINE MERCY: By Joanna Lakewood 

At the morning Mass on Wednesday in Holy Week, at St Francis Xavier 
Church, Frankston, a large framed picture of our Lord Jesus of the Di-
vine Mercy was blessed by our assistant priest and after devotions 
and prayers was placed in the side chapel. A growing number of pa-
rishioners are being drawn to the Divine Mercy devotions which was 
officially established by Pope John Paul 11 in the year 2000, when he 
declared the second Sunday of Easter to be called “Divine Mercy Sun-
day.” 

The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy is a Christian devotion, based on the 
visions of Jesus reported by Saint Mary Faustina Kowalska (1905-
1938), known as "the Apostle of Mercy." She was a Polish sister of the 
Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy and canonized as a 
Catholic saint in 2000.  Faustina stated that she received the prayer 
through visions and conversations with Jesus, who made specific 
promises regarding the recitation of the prayers. Her Vatican biog-
raphy quotes some of these conversations. 

As a Roman Catholic devotion, the chaplet is often said as a rosary-
based prayer with the same set of rosary beads used for reciting the 
Holy Rosary or the Chaplet of Holy Wounds, in the Roman Catholic 
Church. As an Anglican devotion, The Divine Mercy Society of the An-
glican Church states that the chaplet can also be recited on Anglican 
prayer beads. The chaplet may also be said without beads, usually by 
counting prayers on the fingertips, and may be accompanied by the 
veneration of the Divine Mercy image. 

http://www.catholicculture.org/about/catholic_world_news/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_Mercy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Faustina_Kowalska
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_of_the_Sisters_of_Our_Lady_of_Mercy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonized
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_devotions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaplet_%28prayer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary_based_prayers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary_based_prayers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaplet_of_Holy_Wounds
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_devotion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_prayer_beads
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_prayer_beads
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_Mercy_image
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Brisbane:  Parish of St Thomas a’Becket,   

meets: St Benedict’s Church, Mowbray Trce, East Brisbane. 

Sundays: 9-30 am  Mass. 6-30 pm  Evensong and Benedic-

tion. 

Contact: Fr Tony Iball: Ph:07-38412352 

E-mail:  < brisbane@ordinariate.org.au > 

               THE AUSTRALIAN ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS 

 

                              MASS TIMES AUSTRALIA WIDE 

 PERTH: 

Parish of St Ninian and St Chad: Perth: 
11 Susan Street, Maylands. Perth. WA. Sundays: 9-30am Sung Mass.  

2nd Sunday of the Month: 4pm Evensong and Benediction. 4th Sun-

day of the month: 4pm Evensong. Wednesdays: 9-15 am Mass. 

Contact Clergy: E-Mail: perth@ordinariate.org.au 

Cairns Parish of St Clare: meet: St Francis Xavier Cath-

olic Church, Crn of Atkinson & Mayer Streets, Manunda 

4870.  Sundays: 10am Mass. Weekdays: 7-30am Wed & 

Thur.  

Contact Priest: Phone: 07-40360348  

Mobile: 0429400176. E-mail: cairns@ordinariate.org.au  

QUEENSLAND 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

GOLD COAST: UPPER COOMERA  

meets at St Stephen’s College Chapel, Reserve Road, Up-

per Coomera. 4209. Q’ld. 

Sunday’s:9am Mass. Other Times as announced. 

Contact: Fr A. Kinmont Ph: 07-55560361 
Mobile: 0417 711 699.  E-Mail: coomera@ordinariate.org.au 

Rockhampton Parish: Our Lady of Walsingham:  

Meets at St Vincent’s Church, 4 Herbert St Wandal, Rock-

hampton. 4700. Sunday Mass Times and weekday Mass 

Times and other parish activities Contact the clergy. 

Parish Clergy: Ph 07-49284193  

E-mail: < rockhampton@ordinariate.org.au > 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Diocese of Lismore: St John’s Mullumbimby:  

Contact: Fr Lyall Cowell.    

E-Mail: mullumbimby@ordinariate.org.au 

Mobile: 0423 086 984.  Local Ph: 02-66842106. 

Sydney: Parish of the Holy Cross. Contact: The Ordi-

nary:  Mobile Ph: 0417180145. 

E-Mail:  The Ordinary: ordinary@ordinariate.org.au 

VICTORIA 

MELBOURNE: St Benedict’s Parish, meet at Holy 

Cross Church, 707 Glenhuntly Road, South Caulfield.  
Sundays: 11am Mass (Ordinariate Rite) 7pm Evensong  

and Benediction. Weekday Mass: 7pm Mondays; 10am 

Wednesdays.  

Contact Parish Priest: Ph 98228489  

E-mail: caulfield@ordinariate.org.au  

MELBOURNE: Bayside/Peninsula Parish of: 

St Edmund Campion, located at St Patrick’s Catholic 

Church, Childers Street Mentone. Sundays: 9-30 am 

Mass (Ordinariate rite) Thursday: 10-30 am Mass 

(Ordinariate rite) 
Contact: Ph: 03-95801032; 03-97706700. 

E-mail:  mentone@ordinariate.org.au 

North East Victoria: Parish of St Patrick: 

Contact: The Ordinary: Mobile Phone   0417 180 145 

GIPPSLAND, VICTORIA. Parish: The Most Holy fami-

ly, Maffra. Meet at the Catholic Church in the following 

towns: HEYFIELD Sundays: Mass 10am. 4pm Evensong and 

Benediction 4th Sunday. COWWARR: Wednesday 10am Mass 

& Holy Hour.  

MIRBOO NORTH: Mass 11am 2nd Saturday. 

CONTACT: E-Mail < gippsland@ordinariate.org.au > 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

ADELAIDE and SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 

The Ordinariate community of Blessed John Henry  

Newman 

Contact: Rev Ian Wilson: Moderator of the Ordinariate in 

South Australia.  Mobile Ph: 0427 851 030 

E-Mail: adelaide@ordinariate.org.au 

JAPAN 

ORDINARIATE CONGREGATIONS: JAPAN :  

OLSC Community of Saint Augustine of Canterbury 

(Japanese speaking) 

For information about activities of this community 

please contact:: 

Father R Kajiwara, | Tel +8142 439 4634 | raph-

aelkaji@yahoo.co.jp 

Website:    www.ordinariatejapan.org/ 

mailto:brisbane@ordinariate.org.au
mailto:rockhampton@ordinariate.org.au
mailto:mullumbimby@ordinariate.org.au
mailto:gippsland@ordinariate.org.au
mailto:raphaelkaji@yahoo.co.jp
mailto:raphaelkaji@yahoo.co.jp

