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Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
Bishops Commission for Family, Youth and Life 

 

                            “Don’t Mess with Marriage” 

Re: Pastoral Letter from the Catholic Bishops of Australia to all Australians on the ‘Same-Sex Marriage’ Debate  

Media Release 

28 May 2015 

As the debate about ‘same-sex marriage’ gains momentum nationally, the Australian Catholic Bishops believe it 
is important to highlight the meaning of marriage. Given the implications of redefining marriage, today we are 
issuing a pastoral letter to the Catholic community. 

You will be aware this week, in the context of the Irish referendum, both the Labor Party and the Greens have 
announced they will introduce draft legislation to allow two people of the same sex to marry. 

Marriage is both a personal relationship between a man and a woman, and the protective institution for their chil-
dren. Marriage includes an emotional union, but it goes further than that. It involves a comprehensive bodily and 
spiritual union of a man and a woman.   

This union of a man and woman is the natural reproductive and protective environment for raising children. Mar-
riage is the foundation of the family unit, which is in turn the first cell of society.  

If the union of a man and a woman is different – not the same - as other unions, then justice demands that we treat 
that union accordingly.  If marriage is an institution designed to support people of the opposite sex to be faithful 
to each other and to the children of their union it is not discrimination to reserve it to them.  
 
The Christian tradition teaches that every human being is a unique and irreplaceable person, created in the image 
of God and loved by Him. Because of this, every man, woman and child has great dignity and worth which can 
never be taken away. This includes those who experience same-sex attraction. They must be treated with respect, 
sensitivity and love. 
 
Redefining marriage in the way now proposed would see marriage reduced to a committed, affectionate sexual 
relationship between any two people. All marriages would come to be defined by intensity of emotion rather than 
a union founded on sexual complementarity and potential fertility. Husbands and wives, mothers and fathers, will 
be seen to be wholly interchangeable social constructs, as gender would no longer matter. 

Chair of the Bishops Commission for Family, Youth and Life, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP said, “It is unjust, 
gravely unjust, to legitimise the false assertion that there is nothing distinctive about a man and a woman, a father 
or a mother; to ignore the particular values that real marriage serves; to ignore the importance for children of hav-
ing a mum and a dad, committed to them and to each other for the long haul. 

Children have a right to grow up with their natural mother and father, where possible. We should not be redefin-
ing marriage so as deliberately to exclude a child growing up with either their mother, their father, or both their 
parents. 

“If the civil law ceases to define marriage as traditionally understood, it will be a serious injustice and undermine 
that common good for which the civil law exists. 

“Surely there are other ways of honouring the friendships of same-sex attracted and other people without further 
deconstructing marriage and the family,” Archbishop Fisher said.  

[Media queries, please contact Aoife Connors on 0450 348 597        Resources: What is mar r iage ebrochure] 

https://www.catholic.org.au/bishops-commission-for-pastoral-life/what-is-marriage


3  

3  

 

A WORD FROM THE ORDINARY: 

By Monsignor Harry Entwistle. 

 

 

The media statement issued by the Catholic 
Bishops and the longer document found on 
their website about ‘Marriage Equality’ make 
the Catholic understanding of the sacrament of 
marriage very clear. 

 

Those who favour changes in the definition of 
marriage in the Marriage Act chant the mantra 
that ‘Change is inevitable’ until more and more 
people accept that it is. It is said that more and 
more American Catholics are becoming more 
American than Catholic and I would say that 

throughout the Western world, Catholics are behaving more like Anglicans than Catholics. What they don’t real-
ise is that it is the gay issue that has caused the cancellation of the next Anglican Lambeth Conference which is an 
admission that the Anglican Communion is so seriously divided that the members will not meet together. As Je-
sus pointed out, “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” (Mk 3:25) 

 

The key to bringing about change in the attitude of a majority of people seems to begin by changing the language. 
If words such as ‘love, compassion, caring, equality and justice’ can be applied to a cause, then in our secular age 
it is easier to garner support. People understand those words, they don’t understand theological arguments against 
change. If a majority can be convinced then the change not only occurs, it is declared to be right. Yet truth cannot 
be decided by a majority vote. 

 

Once the change occurs, often because ‘conscience’ provisions have been allowed, it is not too long before the 
‘conscience provisions’ are dismantled. They have been dismantled in the Anglican Church regarding the ordina-
tion of women and of course the safeguards put in place when abortion was first permitted have disappeared to 
the point where to have an abortion is now the sole right of the mother. 

 

On this principle, if marriage is reduced to little more than an emotional ‘loving’ bond and re-defined as the join-
ing together of two persons, then on the argument of equality and justice, it will not be long before there will be a 
push, as in Canada, for polyamorous groups to be married, or for bisexuals to be in a married relationship with a 
boyfriend and girlfriend. If the legal age of consent is lowered from the current age of 16, then the possibilities 
don’t bear thinking about.  

 

If those pressing for this change are successful, one of the ‘conscience clauses’ that is likely to be allowed is that 
ministers of religion can opt out of conducting same gender ‘marriages’. This raises a further issue that could be 
described as one of equality. If clergy can opt out of providing a ‘service’ to same gender couples who wish to be 
married, why cannot laity be provided with conscience clauses to allow them to opt out of providing services to 
same gender marriage applicants. Laity have been prosecuted, have lost their jobs and had their reputations 
trashed because they have been denied the right to exercise their freedom of conscience. 

 

The redefinition of marriage has implications about what kind of society the Western world will become and the 
Catholic bishops will need to consider the inequality between conscience provisions for clergy and laity when for-
mulating their response if it is legislated in Australia. [Article by Monsignor Harry Entwistle: June 2015] 
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  SAME SEX MARRIAGE: 

  Letter to the Editor 

 

Recently we have become aware of the Irish people voting, in a referendum, to recognize same sex “marriage”.  
In the foreseeable future it is likely that Australians will be confronted with the same question.  It may not be in 
the form of a plebiscite, but, more probably, in a vote in our Federal Parliament by our political representatives. 

If successful, it will alter the most important social structure ever known to mankind. 

This is a huge responsibility, for it encompasses not just the simplistic granting of “rights” to a minority cluster, 
but lasting implications for the future of society its structure and stability.  The application of diligent lateral 
thinking is essential by those entrusted with the task for our society’s well being. 

Technological advancement in recent times has progressed at a rate unparalleled in human experience.  It is      
adjudged by learned people, that whilst these advances have brought with them undoubted rewards, the downside 
is that our laws, our systems and intrinsic moral framework have been unable to keep pace. 

Civil partnerships and other Parliamentary Acts have addressed inheritance, hospital visitation issues and the like 
for homosexuals, yet, for some, these are not enough who would seek to lead the community down an unproven 
path.  Same sex “marriage” is a boutique issue, not a human rights issue, foisted on the world by the trendy elite, 
largely located in academic circles, endeavouring to popularise unnatural inclination in the name of democratic 
rights. 

It has been stated that “our secular (and basically egalitarian) society has led us to be forbearing of homosexuals’ 
humanity and their place in the community.  This forbearance has now been perverted into mandatory acceptance 
and demands for equality of recognition”. 

Undeniably, unnatural sex undermines the family system, corrupts society, leads to moral degradation and is    
injurious to health.  Regrettably some Christian churches, in an attempt to broadly appeal to disparate secularly 
influenced factions within their communities, are weakening in their resolve.  Non-Christian religions show no 
such inclinations.  

The MARRIAGE ACT 1961 defines marriage as the union of a man and a woman to the exclusion of all others, 
voluntarily entered into for life.  It is an established institution specifically designed to assist people of the        
opposite sex in their commitment to each other and the children of their union; how can it be perceived as        
discrimination to preserve it just for them? 
Redefinition of the institution raises the likelihood that churches could be defined as homophobic organizations 
because of non acceptance of this travesty of regulation, whilst teachers may be banned for not agreeing to teach 
homosexuality as conventional, being an Act defined by statute, so finding themselves in breach of their public 
equity or equality duty. 

Politicians, on both sides of the political fence, are divided in their appreciation of the matter.   

We pray our representatives will look into their hearts, assess the wisdom inherent in the structure of society and 
gain a comprehensive appreciation of the implications for such incalculable change.  It is imperative that our   
politicians be fully aware of the huge responsibility placed on their shoulders.  Be sure to advise your MPs of 
your thoughts. 

If approved, future uncertainties are inevitable - if this bastion is breached what other tribulations will be visited 
upon us?   [Letter to the Editor: by John Williams, Melbourne. 28 May 2015] 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

Not all our Readers will agree on the content and substance of the various articles that have been written and  

published on our pages. The editor invites you to write an article giving your view on current matters  that you 

feel will be of interest to members of the Ordinariate and the Catholic Church in Australia. Material should be 

sent by e-mail  with your Name and Address to:                                                                                                                    

The Editor: “Australia Wide” stfrancisparish@bigpond.com   The editor has the right to refuse to publish any    

material considered not suitable for publication in “Australia Wide.” 
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The Editor: Australia-Wide 

The Ordinariate Newsletter 

Melbourne   

 

Same-Sex Marriage – a totally incorrect terminology!  Marriage is the very essence of unity between 
a man and a woman.  To explain the word ‘essence’.  What makes a daisy a daisy and not a 
rose?  Its daisyness of course as that is its essence.  Or, why does a Real Estate Agent buy and sell 
real estate and not groceries? Because they are essentially Real Estate Agents.   Therefore, for two 
or more males or two or more females to want to be married is entirely invalid.   Why do I say ‘two or 
more’?  Well, I understand from arguments put forward that if two people love each other they 
should have the right to be married.   

Well, if marriage is simply the unity of people because they love each other, then why cannot, say, 
three or four or more people who love each other be allowed to marry? From time immemorial mar-
riage has been between man and woman precisely because it is a union that is above just the 
‘affection’ the physical ‘love’, the ‘sexual’ attraction.   

It is a loving union of a man and woman who are given the power to create offspring, to rear them in 
family ie Mum, Dad and children, to provide for their every need ie body, mind and soul.  Two same-
sex people who wish to marry just because they ‘love’ each other, are not given the power to create 
a child.  Their union, therefore, remains a physical and emotional one.  

I remain puzzled as to why the homosexual community (I prefer not to use the term ‘gay’) want a law 
in place that allows them to marry.  In our current climate, sadly, many heterosexuals prefer to ‘live 
together’.  Why then is there the compulsion from the homosexual community to be allowed to be 
married?  Is there an underlying agenda?  Is it a way of getting society’s stamp of approval?  

The majority vote is not necessarily right and we have seen this throughout history.  In many instanc-
es the majority vote has been very, very wrong.  In our own Australia, the majority vote elects a gov-
ernment and shortly after regrets its choice.  

No.  Same-sex marriage can never be validated as it is without essence. 

[Jeanette Hockaday, Melbourne 6th June 2015.]     

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE ORDINARIATE: World wide 

The following are a selection of Websites and Blogs 

Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham – official website. 
The Portal Magazine – magazine for news of the Ordinariate of OLW. 
Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter (USA) – official website. 
Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross (Australia) – official website and contact with 
the official e-magazine: “Australia Wide”                                                                                                 
The Anglican Use of the Roman Rite – one-stop blog for the Anglican Use (Personal Ordinariates and 
Pastoral Provision) by Steve Cavanaugh, Boston, MA.                                                                             
Fr. Stephen Smuts’ blog – with lots of Ordinariate news.                                                                           
For some uplifting thoughts, you may wish to follow some other blogs, including:                                   
Fr. Ed Tomlinson’s blog ,                    Fr. Christopher Phillips’ blog,        Deborah Gyapong’s blog,       
Father Scott Anderson’s blog ,   Mgr. Edwin Barnes’ blog. 

The Vatican – official website             News.va – The Vatican today 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rosary.jpeg
http://www.ordinariate.org.uk/
http://www.portalmag.co.uk/
http://usordinariate.org
http://ordinariate.org.au/
http://anglicanusenews.blogspot.de/
http://frstephensmuts.wordpress.com/
http://www.tunbridgewells-ordinariate.com/blog/
http://atonementparish.blogspot.com/
http://foolishnesstotheworld.wordpress.com/
http://ordinariatepilgrim.wordpress.com/
http://mgredwins.blogspot.de/
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://www.news.va/en
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BOOK REVIEW: 

Presented by Heather Hill. 
 

 
[Editor: This Book Review, based upon the book: 'The 
Catholic Faith' by Roderick Strange, is a brief over-view in 
which the writer along with other Catholics whom I have 
spoken with agree that Rodrick Strange has written an in-
spiring book suitable for all readers but more so for those 
who are looking at entering into full communion with the 
Catholic Church.]  
 

Having recently read this title it was suggested I submit a 
review of it. Out of respect for the path most of you have 
already travelled with the Ordinariate, it seemed relevant 
and appropriate to indicate the direction from which I, as one less travelled, approached this book. The intention 
here is solely to ensure clarity of the whole. 
 
[For most of my life I have been, and currently still am an active member of the Anglican Church. However 
after more than 45 years of serious intent behind me (variously delayed by everyday challenges and at times 
insurmountable road blocks raised by those “concerned others”), I have finally set in motion actions enabling 
me to move from the Anglican communion to seeking full membership of the Catholic Church by September 
this year. As many will appreciate, this is almost revolutionary stuff in some parts of Australian Anglicanism - 
where many believe a move such as this only ever happens the other way round!! 
I am proceeding directly to preparation through a local Catholic priest. The option to worship through OLSC 
also remains an option.] 
 
Well, I must now give consideration to this wonderful volume. Out of an editors' need for brevity and to make 
the most relevant case for it, it seemed appropriate to simply summarise the benefits returned to me from read-
ing Roderick Strange's 'The Catholic Faith'. As stated, whilst my comments are necessarily reflective of current 
times the thrust of this respected book is such that any earnest seeker will in my view benefit greatly from delv-
ing into it. 
 
'The Catholic Faith' first appeared in 1986 and to quote the author” sought to offer the students (at Oxford - 
where he was chaplain to the university at the time) an account of what Catholics believe so they might be able 
to reflect and articulate their own faith". 
In the university environment then as now, the author was adamant that what we believe 'must call for our intel-
lectual assent as well as conversion of heart and the transformation of our lives'. 

 
I suspect the need for affirmation of an 'intellectual assent' component might hold particular resonance for some 
former Anglican members of the Ordinariate - the author's statement on this was for me quite revelatory: in so 
stating, this affirmation not only confirmed my right to have and to hold but also 'mandated' that my intellectual 
response was essential for me to accept and envelop Catholicism; that it was essential to consider not only what 
my heart indicated but also what my brain and reason agreed too.  

 

It is too often forgotten (especially by some in other traditions) that the Catholic view of the Christian Faith is 
after all supported by the efforts of brilliant Catholic scholars over many millennia as well as 2000 years of tra-
dition. [The Protestant scholarly view is thus not the only sparkling ball in the park with the right to shine for-
ever brightly!]. 

From a structural point of view the book begins with the reasons for mankind needing to accept Christ in the 
first place, the growth steps to Christian maturity in one's life through the application of scriptural revelation on 
human practice and thence the resources used by the church structures, hierarchies and its' liturgical practices to 
enable continuing personal growth. Living the Faith day by day via the Sacraments, the Mass, Christian Morali-
ty and Love and Hope are all discussed as well as many other important topics. Lastly, the position of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus and the Grace and Love emanating from the Trinity are covered. [Continued page 7] 
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BOOK REVIEW: Continued 

Throughout the book the author's writing style and use of language displays a genuine desire for clarity of 

explanation although on odd occasions I found it necessary to quickly re-read a passage especially when in-

trinsically technical spiritual concepts were covered. Elsewhere,  

however, comments show a realistic approach when discussing items involving human response and a practi-

cal approach when discussing issues of relationship between God and his human creation and between that 

creation and a constantly evolving church. The book at all times emanates humility towards the job at hand, 

that is the desire to explain in the clearest possible way the Catholic appreciation towards the saving grace 

and love of Christ and of God's plan for mankind.  

 

So to summarise - a wonderful inspiring book, quite revelatory really. Catholics wishing to understand their 

Faith better and who are seeking to enliven their personal commitment to Jesus will find a great supporter in 

the author of this book. Likewise a great read for Anglicans and others to show that we are really not very 

different after all. A great read for all sorts of reasons, Loved it...Read it! 

 

Currently out of print but obtainable on Amazon or E-Bay. “The Catholic Faith” by Roderick Strange. Pub-

lished by Darton-Longman + Todd. My edition published 2001.  Soft cover 186 pages. [This article was written by 

an Anglican preparing to be received into full communion with the Catholic Church.] 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE DIVINE MERCY: 
The Chaplet 
 
The chaplet is often recited on beads as a rosary-based prayer. 
 
The chaplet contains the initial prayers as in a Rosary, then proceeds on the beads, 
adding specific offerings to the Father on the larger beads. On the smaller beads, 
specific other petitions for mercy are prayed, emphasizing the body and blood of 
Christ as an offering. It then concludes by repeating a specific prayer for mercy.  
The Chaplet begins with: The Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Apostles Creed on 
the first three small beads.  
 
On the “Our Father” beads before each decade, say: “Eternal Father, I offer you the 
body and blood, the soul and divinity of your dearly beloved Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.” 
On the ten “Hail Mary” beads of each decade, say: “For the sake of his sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us 
and on the whole world.” 
 
In conclusion, say three times the following: “Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world.” 

 
THE NOVENA:  
The chaplet may be repeated over a period of nine days as part of a novena. According to Faustina's words, 
Jesus himself in a vision asked to pray the Divine Mercy Novena as a preparation for the Feast of the Divine 
Mercy, celebrated each year on 1st Sunday after Easter.  
 
The novena should begin on Good Friday. There is a prayer intention for specific groups of people on each 
of the nine days. The last day intention – according to Jesus' message to St. Faustina – is the most difficult of 
all: to pray for the people who are lukewarm and indifferent. Jesus described those people as follows: 
 
"These souls cause me more suffering than any others; it was from such souls that my soul felt the most re-
vulsion in the Garden of Olives. It was on their account that I said: 'My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 
pass me by.' The last hope of salvation for them is to flee to My Mercy." [Top: The original painting of the Divine Mercy] 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary-based_prayers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_of_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_of_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novena
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Divine_Mercy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Divine_Mercy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
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THE SODALITY OF OLSC IN ACTION 

 

As mentioned in a recent article of “Australia Wide” there is 
a need for the Ordinariate in Australia to be able to reach out 
to the many people in the far-flung regions of our country 
where there are no Ordinariate parishes.  

 

As in the very early days of our Nation many Anglican lay 
people with permission from their Bishop conducted Prayer 
Services in the local rural towns and villages until such time 
that an ordained priest or minister was able to come to them 
perhaps three or four times a year.  

The Bush Brotherhoods began in Australia with Anglican 
clergy from the UK in the late 1800’s under the patronage of 
various missionary organisations. Something similar may 
need to be attempted again to support the work of the Ordi-
nariate. 

 

The parish clergy of the ten or so Australian Ordinariate par-
ishes based in the larger cities around the coast line of our 
Nation are not able to provide Services to people of the in-
land or those who live in other coastal communities that are 
at a great distance from these several Ordinariate parishes. 

A similar situation exists in the capital cities of each state where there may be only one Ordinariate parish for 

the whole of that city. Western Australia and South Australia have only one Ordinariate parish for the whole 

of their State, and there are no Ordinariate parishes in Tasmania or the Northern Territory. The city of Mel-

bourne has a population of four million with two Ordinariate parishes which are both on the southern side of 

the city. 

THE FORMATION OF A SODALITY? 

The Sodality of Our Lady of the Southern Cross has now been active in the southern suburban region of Mel-

bourne since Shrove Tuesday 2015. The Sodality is a group of like-minded people, who meet together from 

time to time to share their spiritual life and grow in faith built upon the Gospel message of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

SODALITY MEETINGS 

The Sodality meetings are well attended and supported by the local Catholics in the parish where the meetings 

take place. The gatherings are open to all people, Catholics and non-Catholics a-like, but are especially for all 
former Anglicans, many of whom have become Catholics through marriage. Most Catholic parishes have a 
number of such former Anglicans, and can often be located through the parish school. 

 

A suggested form for Sodality meetings is based upon the format of a Catholic “Holy Hour” including exposi-

tion of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.” This act of Devotion should include hymns and public pray-

ers and a time for private prayer and meditation, concluding with the Ordinariate-rite of Matins or Evensong 

and Benediction. If there is no priest available then there would be no Exposition or  Benediction. After the 

Holy Hour a time for refreshments and a social gathering is found to be an important part of pastoral fellow-

ship. [Continued next page] 
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THE SODALITY OF OLSC IN ACTION: Continued 

HOW TO FORM A SODALITY OF OLSC 

Local Ordinariate priests need to get to know and work closely 
with the local Catholic parish priest, especially if you are using his 
Catholic Church for Ordinariate Services. Together you can search 
out the former Anglicans who have become Catholics through mar-
riage. The local Catholic school will be of great help to find   many 
of these families.  

The Sodality of OLSC should be recognised as one of the Ordinari-
ate Parish Organisations established in the local Catholic parish. 
For further information please contact Fr Neil Fryer, OLSC:  

E-mail address: stfrancisparish@bigpond.com 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVOTION:  FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 
 

THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
Feast Day: Friday 12th June 2015. 
 
The devotion to the Sacred Heart (also known as the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, is one of the 
most widely practiced and well-known Catholic devotions, taking Jesus Christ's physical heart 
as the representation of his divine love for humanity.  
 
This devotion is predominantly used in the Catholic Church and among some High-Church 
Anglicans and some Lutherans. The devotion is especially concerned with what the Church 
deems to be the love and compassion of the heart of Christ towards humanity, and its long 
suffering.  

The origin of this devotion in its modern form is derived from a Catholic nun from France, 
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, who said she learned the devotion from Jesus during a series 
of apparitions to her between 1673 and 1675, and later, in the 19th century, from the mystical 
revelations of another Catholic nun in Portugal, Blessed Mary of the Divine Heart Droste zu 
Vischering, a religious of the Good Shepherd, who requested, in the name of Christ that Pope 
Leo XIII consecrate the entire world to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Predecessors to the modern 
devotion arose unmistakably in the Middle Ages in various facets of Catholic mysticism. 

 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Novena Prayers 
O my Jesus, you have said: “Truly I say to you, ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and it will be 
opened to you.”  Behold I knock, I seek and ask for the grace of…   (Mention your Intention Here) 
Our Father…   Hail Mary…    Glory Be to the Father… 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.  O my Jesus, you have said: “Truly I say to you, if you ask anything of 
the Father in my name, he will give it to you.” Behold, in your name, I ask the Father for the grace of…   (Mention your 
Intention Here) 
Our Father…    Hail Mary…    Glory Be to the Father… 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.  O my Jesus, you have said: “Truly I say to you, heaven and earth will 
pass away but my words will not pass away.” Encouraged by your infallible words I now ask for the grace of…  
(Mention your Intention Here) 
 
Our Father…   Hail Mary…   Glory Be to the Father… 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is impossible not to have com-
passion on the afflicted, have pity on us miserable sinners and grant us the grace which we ask of you, through the Sor-
rowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, your tender Mother and ours. 
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished children of 
Eve: to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus, O clement, O 
loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! 
 
Pray for us O holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. St. Joseph, foster father of 
Jesus, pray for us.  Amen. — St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

mailto:stfrancisparish@bigpond.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_devotions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicanism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutherans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Mary_Alacoque
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visions_of_Jesus_and_Mary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_of_the_Divine_Heart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_of_the_Divine_Heart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Leo_XIII
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Leo_XIII
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_mysticism
http://www.praymorenovenas.com/our-father
http://www.praymorenovenas.com/hail-mary
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SUPPORTERS NETWORK: 
Presented by The Ordinary: Monsignor Harry Entwistle 

 

All Christians are aware that Jesus prayed that his disciple might be one as he and the Father are one. All Christians know that the 
Church of God is divided and that for centuries, prayers have been 
offered for, and attempts made, to bring about true unity between dif-
fering Christian bodies. Sadly most Christians in the Western world 
tend to believe that current obstacles to unity are so great that true uni-
ty is a bridge too far, so we must settle for unity at another level and 
work together when we can. Those who take this view either don’t 
know, or prefer not to know, that the unity for which they pray for has 
actually occurred. 

 

On the 4th November 2009, Pope Benedict XVI promulgated an Apos-
tolic Constitution called Anglicanorum Coetibus that opened the door 
for groups of Anglicans and their priests to enter into full Catholic 
Communion while maintaining their distinctiveness through the use of 
liturgies that reflect the English Spiritual Tradition. These groups 
called Ordinariates, exist in the UK, USA/Canada and Australia/Japan.  

 

Corporate unity is real. Ordinariate members are real Catholics and our 
liturgies are a variation of the Latin Rite approved by the Holy See. 
Not only that, Pope Francis has widened the missionary mandate of the 
Ordinariates and opened its membership to anyone, including baptised 
Catholics, who have not completed the Catholic Rites of Initiation and 
do so through the Ordinariate. Catholics who are closely related to an 
Ordinariate member are eligible for membership, but of course all 
Catholics may worship with us, receive communion and so fill their 
obligations.  

 

Just as very few in Jesus’ time did not recognise that the Kingdom of 
God was near even though he announced it, so most Catholics and non-Catholics do not know that Christian unity has occurred, of if 
they have heard of the Ordinariate, may not fully understand what it is. 

 

We need help to spread the word, just as Jesus needed help to preach the good news. I invite those of you who are readers of this 
broadsheet who are not Ordinariate Members and not Supporters to register by completing and returning the form to the Ordinariate 
Office. There is no fee, all we ask of you is to pray for us, spread the word about us among your friends, call in on our worship 
sometime and support us at functions. In return we will keep you informed about what is happening in our Ordinariate.  

Those of you who are already Supporters – thank you and God bless you. Keep up your good work and spread the word further. 

Msgr. Harry Entwistle Ordinary OLSC   [Supporter’s Network Application Form:  See next page] 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

AROUND THE TRAPS:  Australian Ordinariate News: Presented by Eliza Frank  

From New South Wales: 

Fr Stephen Hill will take up the position of Assistant Pr iest in the par ish of St Columba ’s, Mayfield in the Diocese 

of Maitland-Newcastle together with gathering an Ordinariate group together in that diocese. He will continue as Direc-

tor of Vocations for the Ordinariate.  

From Victoria: 

Fr Kenneth Clark will shor tly take up some fur ther  duties in the Diocese of Sale assisting in the Cathedral 

Church. He will continue as priest to the Ordinariate parish of The Most Holy Family in Maffra and Episcopal Vicar for 

Clergy.  

From South Australia: 

Deacon Ian Wilson will assist in the Archdiocese of Adelaide as well as acting as Moderator  of the Ordinar iate 

community of Blessed John Henry Newman.  
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Brisbane:  Parish of St Thomas a’Becket,   
meets: St Benedict’s Church, Mowbray Trce, East Brisbane. 

Sundays: 9-30 am  Mass. 6-30 pm  Evensong and Benedic-

tion. 

Contact: Fr Tony Iball: Ph:07-38412352 

E-mail:  < brisbane@ordinariate.org.au > 

               THE AUSTRALIAN ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS 

 

                              MASS TIMES AUSTRALIA WIDE 

 PERTH: 

Parish of St Ninian and St Chad: Perth: 
11 Susan Street, Maylands. Perth. WA. Sundays: 9-30am Sung Mass.  

2nd Sunday of the Month: 4pm Evensong and Benediction. 4th Sun-

day of the month: 4pm Evensong. Wednesdays: 9-15 am Mass. 

Contact Clergy: E-Mail: perth@ordinariate.org.au 

Fr Ted Wilson: Ph: 08-934957  

Cairns Parish of St Clare: meet: St Francis Xavier  

Catholic Church, Crn of Atkinson & Mayer Streets, Manunda 

4870.                           Sundays:10am Mass.                                             

Weekdays: 7-30am Wed & Thur.  

Contact Priest: Phone: 07-40 330706 

Mobile: 0429400176. E-mail: cairns@ordinariate.org.au  

QUEENSLAND 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

GOLD COAST: UPPER COOMERA  

meets at St Stephen’s College Chapel, Reserve Road, Up-

per Coomera. 4209. Q’ld. 

Sunday’s:9am Mass. Other Times as announced. 

Contact: Fr A. Kinmont Ph: 07-55560361 
Mobile: 0417 711 699.  E-Mail: coomera@ordinariate.org.au 

Rockhampton Parish: Our Lady of Walsingham:  
Meets at St Vincent’s Church, 4 Herbert St Wandal, Rock-

hampton. 4700. Sunday Mass Times and weekday Mass 

Times and other parish activities Contact the clergy. 

Parish Clergy: Ph 07-49284193  

E-mail: < rockhampton@ordinariate.org.au > 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Diocese of Lismore: St John ’s Mullumbimby:  

Contact: Fr Lyall Cowell.    

E-Mail: mullumbimby@ordinariate.org.au 

Mobile: 0423 086 984.  Local Ph: 02-66842106. 

Sydney: Parish of the Holy Cross. Contact: The Ordi-

nary:  Mobile Ph: 0417180145. 

E-Mail:  The Ordinary: ordinary@ordinariate.org.au 

VICTORIA 

MELBOURNE: St Benedict’s Parish, meet at Holy 

Cross Church, 707 Glenhuntly Road, South Caulfield.  
Sundays: 11am  Mass (Ordinariate Rite) 7pm  Evensong  

and Benediction. Weekday Mass: 7pm Mondays; 10am Wednes-

days.  

Contact Parish Priest: Ph 98228489  

E-mail: caulfield@ordinariate.org.au  

MELBOURNE: Bayside/Peninsula Parish of: 
St Edmund Campion, located at St Patrick’s Catholic 

Church, Childers Street Mentone. Sundays: 9-30 am 

Mass (Ordinariate rite) Thursday: 10-30 am Mass 

(Ordinariate rite) 
Contact: Ph: 03-95801032; 03-97706700. 

E-mail:  mentone@ordinariate.org.au 

North East Victoria: Parish of St Patrick: 
Contact: The Ordinary: Mobile Phone   0417 180 145  

GIPPSLAND, VICTORIA. Parish: The Most Holy fami-

ly, Maffra. Meet at the Catholic Church in the following 

towns: HEYFIELD Sundays: Mass 10am. 4pm Evensong and 

Benediction 4th Sunday. COWWARR: Wednesday 10am Mass 

& Holy Hour.  

MIRBOO NORTH: Mass 11am 2nd Saturday. 

CONTACT: E-Mail < gippsland@ordinariate.org.au > 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

ADELAIDE and SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 

The Ordinariate community of Blessed John Henry  

Newman 

Contact: Rev Ian Wilson: Moderator of the Ordinariate in 

South Australia.  Mobile Ph: 0427 851 030 

E-Mail: adelaide@ordinariate.org.au 

JAPAN 

ORDINARIATE CONGREGATIONS: JAPAN :  

OLSC Community of Saint Augustine of Canterbury 

(Japanese speaking) 

For information about activities of this community 

please contact:: 

Father R Kajiwara, | Tel +8142 439 4634 | raph-

aelkaji@yahoo.co.jp 

Website:    www.ordinariatejapan.org/ Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle:       Fr Stephen Hill: 

E-mail: fr.stephen@me.com                                      

Mobile Phone:  0410699574 

mailto:brisbane@ordinariate.org.au
mailto:rockhampton@ordinariate.org.au
mailto:mullumbimby@ordinariate.org.au
mailto:gippsland@ordinariate.org.au
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